Name: ________________________________

The History of ASL
Instructions: Read the article on the “History of American Sign Language” online http://tobermorey.com/deaf/aslhistory.php and mark whether each statement below is true or false according to the article.
If a statement is false, correct it in the space below the statement so that it becomes true.

	#
	True/False
	Statement:

	1
	
	American Sign Language is not an actual language but just a way to help deaf people understand English. (Paragraph 1)


	2
	
	Sign language is universal and the same all over the world. (Paragraph 2)


	3
	
	Martha’s Vineyard is an island, not a vineyard. (Paragraph 3)


	4
	
	Alice Cogswell was deaf. (Paragraph 5)


	5
	
	The Braidwood family taught Thomas Gallaudet sign language. (Paragraph 5)


	6
	
	Laurent Clerc was hearing, and Thomas Gallaudet was deaf. (Paragraphs 5 & 6)


	7
	
	Gallaudet went with Clerc from England to France. (Paragraph 6)



	8
	
	Clerc and Gallaudet taught each other some French Sign Language and English on the boat ride from Europe to the United States. (Paragraph 7)



	9
	
	Clerc and Gallaudet founded the first successful school for the deaf in the United States in 1817 in California. (Paragraph 7)



	10
	
	Unlike English, ASL does not vary slightly from one region to another. (Paragraph 8)



	11
	
	About 60% of modern ASL can be traced back to LSF (Langues des Signes Francais). (Paragraph 9)



	12
	
	Gallaudet University’s first deaf president was Dr. Elizabeth Zinser. (Paragraph 10)



	13
	
	The 1880 International Congress on the Education of the Deaf in Milan, Italy promoted the use of sign language. (Paragraph 11)



	14
	
	The NAD was so afraid of a total ban on sign language that they made films showing sign language for future generations to see. (Paragraph 12)



	15
	
	ASL is just a “crutch” to support people with broken ears. (Paragraph 13)




